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Preventing
Theft
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Did you know?

According to Statistics Canada, break-ins
account for a large portion of property crime
in Canada. In most cases, burglars require
very little time to break in.

Did you know... ?

 Most burglars enter a home through an unlocked door or
open window.

 Most burglaries occur during the week, in daylight hours.

» Your garage door opener may provide burglars with an
easy point of entry to your home. When leaving your car
in your driveway, be sure to take your garage door opener
with you.
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Going on
vacation?

A few simple rules to help prevent theft

Ask a trusted neighbour or friend to collect your mail
and newspapers, keep your sidewalk and driveway clear,
and park his or her car in your driveway. You can also
request that mail deliveries be stopped or re-routed to a
different address until you return.

Consider light switch timers, especially multiple timers
on a random setting. They are inexpensive and make
your home appear lived in.

Installing a home security system and outdoor motion
detectors may deter burglars from targeting your home.

Inspect your home before you leave. Put away bicycles
and gardening or snow removal equipment, and be sure
to lock your shed. Closely trim trees and shrubs to keep
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Strengthen entry points

¥ Garage door

Always leave your garage
door closed. If you plan to
be away for a while, padlock
the door tracks. And don't
leave the garage door opener
in your car; store it in your
house instead.

¥ Reinforce your doors

¥ Peephole

A peephole lets you see who
is at your door. Give children
specific instructions not to
answer the door when you're
not home. Chain bolts may
seem like a good idea but
once the door is open, a
good shove can easily break
the latch.

W Patio doors
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W Double-hung windows

For double-hung windows,
drill a downward-angled
hole through the first sash
and about halfway through
the second. Immobilize the
windows by inserting a large
pin into the hole.

¥ Sliding windows
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Questions about insurance?

Call us.

British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Manitoba
Toll-free: 1-877-772-3777 ext. 222
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Alberta
Toll-free: 1-800-377-6378
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Ontario
Toll-free: 1-800-387-2880
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Quebec
Toll-free: 1-877-288-4321
Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Atlantic
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Y your house in plain view. Toll-free: 1-800-565-7189 ext. 228
S If loadine 1 int 4o 50 i The ideal doors have a solid | Patio doors are vulnerable Sliding windows can be Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
s F Q ° 0acTng ERage IO YOUR can €o 50 71 YOUr garage core, with solid frame as they can be lifted and secured with a pin through

= if possible, so you don’t alert potential thieves you are . . . .

= leaving moulding on either side of removed without much the two sashes. Place a www.ibc.ca

% . {

z Leave curtains and/or blinds as vou would normall the lock. If your door is : effort. Install a plate or screw - length of wood in the tracks.

- keep them while at home but beysure to store any v _ hollow, consider having it ] in the upper track. Drill If you frequently open the www.getintheknow.ibc.ca

o jewellery, valuables and important paperwork out of d replaced. One good kick holes in the frame at the top window, fasten the pin to W @insuranceBureau

sight or in a home safe or bank safety deposit box.
Noticeable changes in your home’s typical appearance
may hint that you are away.

Don't announce your vacation plans in casual
conversations, in emails or on social networking sites.

may be enough to break
your door down.

W Front door

A front door that opens
outward has hinges accessible
from outside. To make them
impossible to remove, flatten
both ends of the pins or
insert a screw in the centre.

and bottom to insert bolts.
Get into the habit of sliding
the bolts into place when the
doors are closed. A piece of
wood in the track may add
further security.

the sash with a chain.

youtube.com/insurancebureau

Insurance Bureau of Canada is the national trade association
for Canada’s private home, car and business insurers.

[BCYEBAC

© 2014 Insurance Bureau of Canada. All rights reserved.

The information provided in this brochure is intended for educational and informational
purposes only. Please consult the appropriate qualifi ed professional to determine if this
information is applicable to your circumstances.
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